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Topics 



 
To identify emerging and existing policies and strategies on 
 
digital preservation of documentary heritage at both  
 
Governments and Memory Institutions (defined as: libraries, 
 
archives, audio-visual archives, museums and other types of 
 
data managing institutions) and to promote the outcome  
 
and impact of these policies and strategies. 

Aim of Policy WG 



 
Policy refers to a set of rules made for decision making. 
Strategy is a plan or method to reach specific goals. 
 
Both are prerequisites for effective digital preservation, as they 

provide:  
 
• A framework for the planning of a coherent digital 

preservation program (including intentions, goals, principles, 
values, procedures, responsibilities and ways of monitoring) 
 

• Public proof that digital preservation is handled in a 
professional way. 

Policies and strategies 

“It is Unesco's duty to help and crystallize the views of  
its member states and formulate appropriate policies.”  



WG Activities (I) 

1. Survey of existing national policies and strategies 

Set up and coordinate a survey among policy makers and 

memory institutions to map countries and institutions where 

digital preservation policies are emerging or already in place. 

  

2. Guidelines for the implementation of the MoW 

Recommendation from the 2015 General Conference 

Support the Unesco MoW Secretariat to create Guidelines that 

Unesco Member States can use to put the Recommendation 

concerning the preservation of, and access to, documentary 

heritage including digital form (as published in November 

2015) into practice. 



WG Activities (II) 

3. The Do’s, Don’ts and Why’s of Digital Preservation 

Create communication materials about digital preservation for 

world-wide use among policy makers in order to encourage 

them to create and sustain policies for digital preservation.   

  

4. Model National Digital Preservation Strategy 

Develop a model that policy makers can use to conceive and 

implement their own policy frameworks. 



WG Members 

• Robert Buckley (United Arab Emirates National Archives) 

(chair) 

• Iskra Panevska (UNESCO) 

• Julia Brungs (IFLA) 

• Marco de Niet (Digital Heritage Netherlands) 

• Maureen Pennock (British Library) 

• Stein van Oosteren (Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

• Ulla Bøgvad Kejser (Danish National Library) 

• Vincent Wintermans (Netherlands National Commission for 

UNESCO) 



PERSIST Policy Survey 

Aim 

 

Identify and assess national (or federal) policies and strategies 

on the preservation of digital heritage.  

 

Specifically interested in the involvement and the role of 

governments / national policy makers in formulating national 

(or federal) policies and strategies for the preservation of 

digital heritage. 

 

 



PERSIST Policy Survey 



PERSIST Policy Survey 



PERSIST Policy Survey 

 

The online survey is available at  

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2900854/UNESCO-PERSIST-

Policy-Survey 

 

Deadline: 15 September 2016 

 

First results (11 August 2016): 22 respondents 
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PERSIST Policy Survey 

So far 22 respondents (and 110 more logins): 

 

from 18 countries: 

Australia (2x) | Belgium | Bulgaria | Burundi | Canada (3x) | France | 

Germany | Iran | Netherlands  | New Zealand (2x) | Nigeria  | 

Pakistan | Philippines | Portugal | Serbia | Solomon Islands  | Uganda 

| United States of America 

 

7 professions: 

Archivist (x3) | Heritage professional (x2) | Librarian (x8) | 

Librarian/Archivist | Library Association employee (x3) | LIS Professor 

| Programme manager (x3) | (no government officials!) 

 

 

 



PERSIST Policy Survey 

95% 

5% 

Do you consider digital preservation strategies and policies to be an 
intrinsic task of the national (or federal) government? (n=21) 

Yes

No



PERSIST Policy Survey 

64% 

36% 

Is there in your country a law in place which relates to digital 
preservation, such as a deposit law or a law relating to the national 

archive? (n=22) 

Yes

No



PERSIST Policy Survey 
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Is there in your country a written national strategy for the long 
term preservation of digital heritage? (n=22) 



PERSIST Policy Survey 
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PERSIST Policy Survey 

24% 

76% 

Do you have mechanisms at the national (federal) level for 
monitoring implementation of a national strategy and policies on 

digital preservation in heritage (n=21) 

Yes No



PERSIST Policy Survey 

18% 

23% 

9% 

45% 

5% 

Is your government promoting the importance of digital 
preservation policies and strategies for the digital heritage at a 

national (federal) level? (n=22) 

Yes, on a national (federal)
level across various cultural
domains

Yes, domain specific (e.g.
specifically for libraries,
archives, museums or
archeology)

No, this is a responsibility at
the regional level

No

Other - Please specify



PERSIST Policy Survey 

11% 

11% 

17% 

22% 

22% 

33% 

39% 

56% 

We don't know where to start

Don't know

Lack of best practices/models

Lack of technical expertise

Other - Please specify

Lack of administrative support

Lack of funding

Other policy priorities

If there is no national digital preservation policy or strategy, what 
is preventing your government from implementing it?  



PERSIST Policy Survey 

5% 

36% 

55% 

64% 

64% 

73% 

73% 

86% 

Other - Please specify

Support/interest/involvement of commercial sector

Sharing of information and solutions

Definition of standards for content and metadata

Shared tools/repositories/etc

Strategic partnerships at (inter)national level

Information on efficacy and costs of long term

preservation

Regional cooperation regarding digital sustainability

Is there anything which would help your government to implement a 
strategy for the long term preservation of digital heritage at a 

national (federal) level? (n=22) 



PERSIST Policy Survey 

If you have a national strategy in your country on preservation of digital heritage, 
what were the main drivers for arriving there? 
 

Societal drivers 

• Achieving economies of scale 

• Lack of financial/personnel resources to run multiple programmes 

• The wider context of the digital transformation of society in general and the cultural 

heritage sector in particular 

• The threat to digital materials not being collected by core cultural heritage institutions 

 

Professional drivers 

• Collaboration work between archivists and informatics, archival world and university. 

• The Association of Librarians, Archivists and Documentalists in collaboration with 

National Archives Service 

• The National Archives / A strong archives community 

• Ministry of Education, Ministry of Culture and National Library 

• The obviousness of the National Library as a central point for a national programme 



Discussion 

 

Do you think that this snapshot (based on 22 respondents) 

gives a fair impression?  

 

Are there issues in your country related to national policies 

and/or strategies that have not been addressed by the 

respondents yet? 

 

 

 



Next steps 

 

Do you think Unesco/PERSIST is a good platform for your 

government to get more aware about policies and strategies for 

digital preservation?  

 

What methods or tools should Unesco/PERSIST persue to raise 

more awareness among governments and other policy makers?  

 

In what ways can you help Unesco/PERSIST to achieve its 

goals?  

 



Digital amnesia  
is everyone's concern! 

Please contribute to the survey at: 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2900854/

UNESCO-PERSIST-Policy-Survey   
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